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Graduation in the 

United States

A Nation in Crisis



3 in 10 students will not graduate this year

          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          

4.18 Million

9th Graders in 2004-05

          
          
          
          
          
          
          
 

2.95 Million Graduates in 2008

          
          
         

1.23 Million Nongraduates in 2008

  = Approximately 

42,000 students



Updated Graduation Analysis

ÁDiplomas Count 2008reports results for the public 
high school class of 2005, the latest year available

ÁData source

ǅCommon Core of Data (CCD), U.S. Department of Education

ǅAnnual census of public schools and districts

ÁCalculation method

ǅCumulative Promotion Index (CPI)

ǅWidely reported method developed by Swanson

ÁComprehensive data

ǅRates available from national level down to local school 
districts and schools



National Overview

Á Top states  
80% or higher

ǅ IA, NJ, PA, 
VT, WI

Á Bottom states 
60% or lower

ǅDC, GA, 
LA, NM, 
NV, SC 

Á National graduation rate, Class of 2005:  

ǅ70.6% 
(all students)
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Slow, Steady Progress

ÁMost improved
(gain more than 7%)

ǅFlorida 

ǅTennessee

ÁSharpest decline
(drop more than 7%)

ǅDistrict of Columbia

ǅLouisiana

ǅNevada

ǅNew Mexico

Á Graduation       
rates improved      
in 35 states

Á Five-Year Trend (2001 to 2005)

ǅ2.6% increase nationally
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